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Parkland will host two 
expositions at the end of 
the month to encour-
age students to become 
more involved with 
their college and the 
community this semes-
ter and beyond.
The fi rst fair is the 
Student Organiza-
tions and Services 
Fair, which will be in 
the Flag Lounge in the 
X-wing Tuesday, Jan. 
30, and Wednesday Jan. 
31, from 11 a.m.–1 p.m. 
each day.
This event is orga-
nized by Student Life 
and is meant to give 
student information on 
services and resources 
available to them as well 
as different clubs at the 
college.
“Parkland has many 
ways to support stu-
dents as well as oppor-
tunities for students to 
develop and we want to 
lower the barriers for 
students to fi nd those 
resources and oppor-
tunities,” said Joshua 
Clark, the activities pro-
gram manager at Park-
land.
The fair is still in the 
process of signing up 
organizations to attend 
so a list of those attend-
ing is not yet available, 
though, regardless, stu-
dents should expect to 
learn more about many 
of the college’s active 
student organizations.  
“Hopefully all active 
organizations will 
attend the event,” Clark 
said. “We want all the 
organizations to attend 
so that new students 
and continuing stu-
dent have the chance to 
explore their interests, 
make new friends, and 
develop as leaders.”
The time required to 
join any of the organiza-
tions or service opportu-
nities varies from just a 
couple of hours to hours 
a week as students have 
the ability to just attend 
a special event, weekly 
or monthly meetings, or 
get involved with leader-
ship in a student group. 
 The fair is meant to 
be a fun opportunity for 
student to get to know 
the college better. 
“Students should 
be prepared for food, 
prizes and a fun atmo-
sphere,” Clark said. 
“They should also be 
prepared to share their 
contact information and 
be open to meeting new 
people and opportuni-
ties.”
Those who are unable 
to attend the Student 
Organizations and Ser-
vices Fair but would like 
more information can 
contact Clark by email-
ing him at jclark@park-
land.edu or by stopping 
by Student Life in the 
U-wing. 
The second event is 
the Volunteer Fair, 
which will be in the 
X-wing’s Gallery 
Lounge—across from 
the Giertz Gallery—
from 11:30 a.m.–1:30 
p.m. on Wednesday, Jan. 
31. This fair is orga-
nized by AmeriCorps 
Volunteers in Service to 
America for the service 
and learning program at 
Parkland and is meant 
to help students fi nd and 
get in contact with dif-
ferent volunteer orga-
nizations and opportuni-
ties around town. 
As of Jan. 17, there 
were 18 organizations 
signed up to attend the 
Volunteer Fair, though 
this number may change 
as the date of the event 
approaches, accord-
ing to Gabriella Fisher, 
Parkland’s AmeriCorps 
VISTA coordinator and 
volunteer coordinator. 
At the fair, students 
will have the opportu-
nity to learn more about 
what each organization 
does and how they can 
join. 
“Students can expect 
to receive informa-
tion about the work and 
events being done and 
planned by the organi-
zations present,” Fisher 
said. “Students will most 
likely be asked to give 
their name and email 
addresses to organiza-
tions that they are inter-
ested in working with.”
Among the organi-
zations attending the 
event is the Champaign 
Unit 4 School District. 
According to their web-
site, volunteers are able 
to go into all of the Unit 
4 schools, including 
early childhood through 
high school. To be able 
to volunteer inside of 
the schools, students 
are required to fi ll out 
an authorization form 
allowing the school dis-
trict to perform a back-
ground investigation. 
Another organiza-
tion that is signed up for 
the fair is C-U Special 
Recreation, a coopera-
tive of the Urbana and 
Champaign park dis-
tricts that provides pro-
grams and services to 
those with disabilities. 
According to their web-
site, they are looking for 
people to help with spe-
cial events, sports prac-
tices and after school 
programs. 
Some of the other 
organizations plan-
ning to attend include 
the Champaign Coun-
try Regional Planning 
Commission, Habitat 
for Humanity, and the 
Urbana Park District.
Because there will 
be a variety of organi-
zations attending the 
fair, students will be 
able to fi nd opportuni-
ties for both short-term 
and long-term volunteer 
projects. 
“Some [organiza-
tions] look for volun-
teers for specifi c events, 
others look for volun-
teers willing to make 
more of a commitment, 
and some look for both,” 
Fisher said. “If you are 
interested in volunteer-
ing…speak with the rep-
resentatives of the orga-
nizations. They will be 
able to tell you what sort 
of time commitment 
their organization asks 
for and can answer any 
other questions about 
their organization.” 
The Volunteer Fair is 
also designed as a way 
for students to learn 
more about Champaign 
County and help work 
on issues facing its com-
munity.  
“[The fair] is a great 
way to network, meet 
local nonprofi t orga-
nizations, and become 
involved in local vol-
unteer opportuni-
ties,” Fisher said. “It 
also gives students the 
opportunity to become 
more aware of some of 
the problems facing the 
C-U community, and 
the work being done to 
address them.”
Students unable to 
attend the Volunteer 
Fair can fi nd more infor-
mation about volun-
teering and the Ameri-
Corps VISTA program 
at Parkland by contact-
ing Fisher by emailing 
gfi sher@parkland.edu 
or stopping by her offi ce 
in C134. Students can 
also fi nd information on 
their my.parkland.edu 
accounts under “Stu-
dent Services,” under 
the “Academics” tab. 
Information on Unit 
4 schools can be found 
by visiting champaign-
schools.org and search-
ing “volunteer” in the 
search bar at the top 
of the page. For more 
information on C-U Spe-
cial Recreation, visit 
cuspecialrecreation.
com. 
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Thousands of students 
returned for the spring 
semester, however, last 
Tuesday also served as 
a welcome to two future 
Parkland police offi cers 
whom arrived on cam-
pus to get accustomed 
to the environment and 
get to know their soon-
to-be coworkers.
Jason Metzelaars 
of Mattoon and Alex 
Osterbuhr of Blooming-
ton arrived last week to 
become more familiar 
with Parkland’s campus 
before beginning their 
offi cial police training 
at the University of Illi-
nois on Jan. 21.
Although the two have 
signed on to become 
policemen on campus, 
they will not be on active 
duty until they complete 
training sometime in 
mid-April.
“We go to the acad-
emy and we gradu-
ate hopefully April 26,” 
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Jason Metzelaars 
(left) of Mattoon and 
Alex Osterbuhr (right) 
of Bloomington are 
pictured while visiting 
Parkland. The two 
will oﬃ  cially become 
Parkland police oﬃ  cers 
after their training is 
completed this April.
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Alpha Phi Omega
Champaign County Audubon Society
Champaign County Regional Planning 
Commission 
Champaign Park District
Champaign Unit 4 Schools
C-U Public Health District
C-U Special Recreation
DREAAM
Habitat for Humanity
Headstart
King Elementary School (Urbana 
School)
Orpheum Children’s Museum
Project READ
Special Olympics
Urbana Park District
Wesley Food Pantry
U of I Extension Ofﬁ ce
Organizations attending 
the Volunteer Fair
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Women’s Basketball
SoftballBaseball
Date            Time        Opponent
Jan. 27           1 p.m           Lincoln College
Feb. 7            6 p.m.        Danville Area
Feb. 14    5:30 p.m.     Illinois Central
Feb. 21    5:30 p.m.     Lewis & Clark
Feb. 24    1 p.m        John Wood
March 3    1 p.m        Lincoln Land
Date         Time      Opponent
March 14  2 p.m.      Olney Central
March 17  1 p.m.      Danville Area
March 24  1 p.m.      Lewis & Clark
March 25  1 p.m.      John Wood
March 30  3 p.m.      Lincoln Land
April 8          1 p.m.      Heartland
April 19          3 p.m.          Kankakee
April 22           1 p.m.             Lincoln College
April 26          3 p.m.          Rock Valley
April 28          3 p.m.          Spoon River
Date            Time        Opponent
Jan. 27           3 p.m.          Lincoln College
Feb. 3            7:30 p.m.     Danville Area
Feb. 21    7:30 p.m.     Illinois Central
Feb. 24    3 p.m.          John Wood
March 3    3 p.m.          Lincoln Land
Date         Time      Opponent
March 8   3 p.m.      Triton 
March 17  1 p.m.      Lincoln Land
March 23  2 p.m.          Spoon River
March 30  1 p.m.      Illinois Central
April 7       1 p.m.      Vicennes
April 8       1 p.m.      Madison
April 13          2 p.m.          John Wood
April 17           3 p.m.          South Suburban
April 21          1 p.m.      Heartland
April 24          3 p.m.          Millikin Univ
April 29            1 p.m.             Lincoln College
May 2          3 p.m.          Lake Land
May 5           12 p.m.      Danville Area
May 9          3:30 p.m.      Kankakee
May 11          2 p.m.          Lewis & Clark
Men’s Basketball
Photo provided by Parkland Athletics
Lexie Black, Sophomore
Photo provided by Parkland Athletics
Evan Snyder, Sophomore
Photo provided by Parkland Athletics
Ryan Dooley, Sophomore
Photo provided by Parkland Athletics
Dirk Jordan, Sophomore
Cobras Spring Home Games
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FACT: Walmart brought in around $500 billion in revenue 
for the 2016 ﬁ scal year, beating out prominent oil and gas 
companies like ExxonMobil and BP by roughly $100 billion.
ACROSS
1,14 10,21 ﬁ lm involved heathen temple worship, largely set around Hungary (3,5,3,9)
7 Without slowing down, write book’s plot (3)
9 Flower is touching, darling maintained (5)
10,21 One often appearing in court nearly succeded getting agreement from German 
family to do the slalom with actress (9,6)
11 Upriver it overﬂ ows with a sudden inrush (9)
12 Scary movie ﬁ nally imported by Ireland in retrospect (5)
13 Leader of hockey team bursts into song, ﬁ nding Joseph’s birthplace (9)
15,23 10,21 ﬁ lm lands former husband Spike in court (4,5)
17 Angel’s love depicted by French art Eliot collected (4)
19 Pet returning hot, covered in his prey’s whiskers (9)
22 National ﬂ ag seen by rugby post (5)
24 Reddish purple ﬂ ower out West is no hybrid  (9)
26 Ocean-going ships, at the outset, each will need testing at the ship-builders we are 
told (9)
27 Friend with good sense organs (5)
28 I call for silence ro some extent (3)
29 Quite recently suggesting Robin as opposed to Doris? (3,5,3)
SUDOKU
Answers from last week
DOWN
1,16 10, 21 ﬁ lm achieving top rate in the fall (8,8)
2 Foolish European expedition I’d mounted  (7)
3 Exaggerates about league in Cantona’s country? (9)
4 Boredom is something of a rotten nuisance (5)
5 A fortune’s potentially made by horror ﬁ lm (9)
6 Earl in Roller to constantly change lanes? (5)
7 Idler used to be lively, though not ﬁ rst up (7)
8 Bearded man is a dam-builder (6)
14 See 1
15 10,21 ﬁ lm showing escape plot foiled with seconds to go (3,6)
16 See 1d
18 Pathé reels about religious memorial (7)
20 Tell Edward to go after opener for champagne kept on ice (7)
21 See 10
23 See 15 ac
25 Allowed to run oﬀ  (5)
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Adult ed serves essential 
role in community learning
Osterbuhr said. “[We’re] in Pre-Acad-
emy; just meeting everyone here, get-
ting acclimated to the department and 
the people we’ll be working with.”
The positions that Metzelaars and 
Osterbuhr will be fi lling are not new 
roles, but rather are vacancies left 
open from departures within the last 
year.
“One was to fi ll a retirement from 
December. The other was a vacancy 
from the fall [of] 2017,”  said Chief of 
Police and Director of Public Safety 
William Colbrook. “The college has 
established a headcount of 15 sworn 
offi cers, which includes the Chief of 
Police/Director of Public Safety posi-
tion. When an offi cer leaves the col-
lege, we have been very fortunate 
to have the college approve hiring to 
maintain our staffi ng levels. There 
has been no expansion of the police 
force.”
Colbrook says that the college 
plans on fi lling one last vacancy in the 
future as well.
“We plan on hiring one more in the 
very near future. The job opening is 
posted and we will be testing soon. 
Any interested person should call 
Public Safety at 351-2369, call Human 
Resources, or access the job open-
ing announcement on-line,” Colbrook 
said.
Colbrook says applicants for the 
position have to fi t specifi c criteria in 
order to be selected.
“Candidates must attend a manda-
tory orientation session, pass a phys-
ical fi tness test, pass a written test, 
successfully complete an oral inter-
view, and then be selected as a good 
fi t for our campus environment,” Col-
brook said.
For applicants like Metzelaars and 
Osterbuhr who have successfully 
completed selection, the next step is 
attending 14 weeks of training at the 
training institute of the University of 
Illinois.
Although both Metzelaars and 
Osterbuhr plan on commuting to 
training and then work each day, both 
remained in high spirits for what lay 
ahead.
“I’m super stoked about it,” Metze-
laars said.
Osterbuhr said that he had been 
looking forward to police training 
since he was in junior high.  
Metzelaars worked as a fi refi ghter 
for ten years before deciding to tran-
sition into police work and believes it 
will be a very smooth transition. He 
said it was a career that was always 
of interest to him, thanks in part to 
much of his immediate family serv-
ing in law enforcement. 
Osterbuhr said he had similar moti-
vations.
“My aunt was a state trooper and 
she’d tell us about her job and I always 
thought it sounded cool,” Osterbuhr 
said. “I’ve always enjoyed the educa-
tional aspect of it and I like the mix. 
I’ve always wanted to be a cop so I like 
the mix of being able to do that in a 
learning environment… being able to 
protect and serve.”
Metzelaars says he fell in love with 
Parkland’s campus when he tested 
here.
“Everybody is super nice here,” 
Metzelaars said.
Due to his work as an EMT, Metze-
laars said he knows 
the area well.
“I’m very famil-
iar with [Cham-
paign]. With my 
job, we transfer 
a lot of people to 
Carle [Hospital], so 
I know Champaign 
pretty well,” Metz-
elaars said.
Osterbuhr said 
he has a bit more to 
learn, however.
“I’m not terri-
bly familiar with 
[Champaign]. I’ve 
been at Parkland 
multiple times 
before. I did some 
walk-alongs with 
the department 
and learned my 
way around before 
I actually even got 
the job offer, but 
I do not come to 
Champaign often at all, so it will be 
a learning experience for me on that 
end,” Osterbuhr said. 
Metzelaars mentioned that he would 
defi nitely be ready to point Osterbuhr 
towards the good local restaurants.
“Good food’s always important,” 
Metzelaars said.
evyjoCOMPTON | Reporter
The Adult Education program at 
Parkland plays a vital role for learn-
ers wishing to better themselves in an 
academic setting, learning English, or 
towards starting a career.
From achieving a GED to helping a 
learner along with a bridge program 
to a career, Adult Education is here to 
help.
Tawanna Nickens, the assistant 
dean of Adult Education at Parkland 
has been involved with the program 
since the early 1990s. 
“I started off as one of the front-
line professors fresh out of college. 
From there, I took on various roles in 
Adult Education; I dabbled in advis-
ing, answering phones at night, and 
other things, but I loved it, and still 
do. I have loved every minute of it,” 
said Nickens.
There are two things that do not 
allow for students to be a part of the 
program; not having a diploma and 
being under 16. There are also tests 
that the students must take when 
they enter the program so they can 
be assessed on their skill levels.
“If [students] do not speak or read 
English, we do have an oral test that 
they can take. We assess every learner 
for their reading and math skills. We 
have a 0 to 12.9 scale for our learners. 
You can think of that as grade levels,” 
Nickens said.
Adult Education at Parkland serves 
the entire district of Parkland Col-
lege, and offers a variety of free ser-
vices. 
“We offer free classes, free advis-
ing, free support, instructional sup-
plies…we can help with transporta-
tion costs, but with how the grant is, 
we cannot buy gas cards or help sup-
ply money for gas, we can only offer 
to buy bus tokens, which we have 
done,” Nickens said.
Parkland’s Adult Education is 
grant-funded. This money goes to pro-
vide free services for those whom are 
eligible. 
“One of the biggest things about 
Adult Education is that we are a grant 
funded program; we receive federal 
and state dollars to provide services 
free to the adults in the program,” 
Nickens said. “Most of our adult stu-
dents are students who have not com-
pleted high school; whether the high 
school equivalency or certain set 
of skills is necessary to move on in 
the workforce, we help the students 
achieve their goals.” 
English-as-a-second-language 
courses takes up a large portion of 
the population that Adult Education 
serves.
“Here at the Adult Education at 
Parkland, we have a large amount of 
English as a Second Language learn-
ers,” Nickens said. “There are several 
different paths for ESL…students to 
take. We provide these students with 
free classes.”
The classes are conversation-
based, so that students can take what 
they have learned and use it in every-
day situations. 
“It differs what they offer in the 
Humanities department as we only 
focus on learning English, so that the 
students can function in a work envi-
ronment. Because of the grants, we 
are restricted on what population we 
can serve for ESL; we can serve basi-
cally everyone who will be perma-
nent in the community, but we cannot 
serve anyone who has a student visa 
as their stay here is temporary, and 
our goal is to help those in, or going 
in, the workforce,” Nickens said.
The effect of the English-as-a-sec-
ond-language courses is much more 
than just the schoolwork.
“We take the ability to understand 
the English jargon for granted,” Nick-
ens said. “For example, some students 
and a teacher visited a career oppor-
tunity, and the supervisor said head’s 
up, which to us means pay attention, 
but to the learners, they had no idea 
what was going on. The professor 
intervened, and explained to the class 
what the supervisor meant. Our pro-
fessors are always looking for teach-
able moments as these leaners are out 
there working in environments where 
they may not know what is being said 
around them. Workplace safety is 
very crucial.” 
Another part of Adult Education 
is helping adults fi nd careers or get 
started going towards a career, so 
that they can earn a family sustaining 
wage in the community. 
 “Learners being able to go into a 
career, or at least, identify in a career, 
is one of the things we take pride in 
offering services for,” Nickens said. 
“One of the programs we have, if you 
are a part of the Adult Education Pro-
gram and have a reading score of at 
least a 6th grade level, we can co-
enroll you in the industrial welding 
program. Students can be a part of 
this accelerated strategy, as it is an 
accelerated time from the time a stu-
dent starts Adult Education, and then 
fi nish with college-level credentials.” 
Another program that Parkland’s 
Adult Education offers is the Early 
School Leaver Transitional Program, 
which helps students in their late 
teens and early twenties.
“We have the Early School Leaver 
Transitional Program,” Nickens said. 
“It is aimed at individuals who drop 
out of high school, because those stu-
dents may not have the academic cre-
dentials to get a job that they need to 
support themselves. The most at risk 
are those between the ages of 16 and 
21.”
The main goal of the ESLTP is to 
help leavers get the skills necessary 
for going forth in a career by building 
skills and placing them in a work envi-
ronment in their desired career. 
“The program helps to reengage 
the Early School Leaver in an aca-
demically focused career path,” 
Nickens said. “We supplement their 
high school equivalency with career 
awareness skills with the emphasis 
on soft skill such as getting to work 
on time and having a positive attitude. 
This program also places the students 
at a work site based on their career 
interest.” 
Parkland’s Adult Education has 
several basic skills building courses, 
but they also have bridge or pathway 
courses to certain industries in the 
student’s interest. 
“Along with our stand alone basic 
skills building courses, we also have 
bridge courses within three indus-
tries; healthcare, manufacturing, and 
transportation,” Nickens said. “These 
courses are meant to help adults build 
their skills towards a career of their 
interest. It helps them build skills, get 
ready for post-secondary, helps them 
get ready for the Accuplacer test at 
Parkland if they must take the route, 
and it’s all for free.”
Not only will the students gain nec-
essary skills towards a career, they 
will also dive into their desired career. 
“Students will research online, they 
will talk to employment opportunities, 
and may even shadow those in their 
desired career,” Nickens said. “Being 
able to talk to those in their intended 
career is very powerful, as those 
already in the career, bring their pas-
sion to the learners and give them 
invaluable knowledge that they might 
need going towards that career.” 
Students wishing to achieve their 
GED or high school equivalency will 
take classes at the Adult Education at 
Parkland, but will actually take their 
test in the assessment center on cam-
pus. 
“Even though Adult Education at 
Parkland has become career cen-
tered, we do have classes for GED or 
high school equivalency completion,” 
Nickens said. “Now, the classes to com-
plete the GED are here at Adult Edu-
cation, but the actual test is through 
Parkland’s assessment center. Learn-
ers will have to sign up on line, and fi ll 
in when they wish to take it. We do not 
have any say or role in the actual test 
in the assessment center.” 
There are two Adult Education pro-
grams in the Champaign-Urbana area. 
Parkland’s program covers the entire 
Parkland district while the Urbana 
Adult Education program is central 
to Urbana-Champaign area. 
“We work closely with Urbana, 
because we overlap. We must be able 
to work together on things, so that 
we can reduce any duplication so the 
money from the grants is being used 
wisely and effi ciently. They are our 
partners,” Nickens said.
“Students have always been very 
appreciative of having a second 
chance,” Nickens said. “We are a 
grant based program, so it can be a 
lot of pressure in our environment, 
but the greatest reward is when those 
students’ sheer gratitude reminds you 
of why you’re here.” 
For more information on the Adult 
Education program at Parkland, visit 
parkland.edu/resources/adulted, call 
217-351-2580, or visit the E-building 
on campus. 
Photo by evyjoCOMPTON | The Prospectus
The E-building, on Parkland’s campus south of the main college 
building, is the central location of the Adult Education program.
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with reduced fees
$308
Rates/installments & fees are subject to change. Rates/installments do not represent a monthly rental amount (& are not prorated), but rather the total base rent 
due for the lease term divided by the number of installments. Limited time only. See office for details.
The Price  
& Location to  
Fit Your Lifestyle
Rates as low as $309!
E Chalmers St
E John St
E Green St
E Healey St
E Springfield Ave
E Chalmers St
S W
right St
S 3rd St
S 1st St
S Locust St
S 4th St
LOFTS 54
309 GREEN
LEASING CENTER
LOFTS 54 & 
CAMPUSTOWN RENTALS
LEASING CENTER
THE TOWER
AT THIRD
THE SUITES
AT THIRD
THE SUITES AT THIRD
CR Champaign 823828 
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Room U111
2400 W. Bradley Ave.
Champaign, Ill.  61821
prospectus@parkland.edu
217-351-2492
The Prospectus works to proliferate information 
relevant to Parkland-goers and provide its 
student workers with a space conducive to the 
learning environment.
The Prospectus is Parkland College’s campus-wide student 
newspaper, and has been in constant production since late 
1968. Our reporters and editors are exclusively students 
of Parkland College with a variety of majors and career 
interests, not just communications and journalism. We set 
out to provide an outlet for students to further develop their 
writing, photography, communication, time management, 
and critical thinking skills while producing a quality, trusted 
source of news for Parkland-goers. The Prospectus 
publishes weekly during Parkland’s spring and fall semesters 
and three times during the summer semester. 
Corrections: We strive to publish fair and accurate 
information. Please let us know if you believe a correction to 
published content is in order.
Grammar Suggestions: If you ﬁ nd incorrect or otherwise 
unclear grammar or wording in any articles, please do not 
hesitate to let us know.
Letters to the Editor: Contributions must be original work 
by the contributor, typed, include the contributor’s name, 
and sent to prospectus@parkland.edu. Please include 
the words “letter to the editor” in the subject line of your 
email. The Prospectus reserves the right to edit or deny any 
contributions.
Employment: If you are interested in working with the 
Prospectus, go to prospectusnews.com, click on the “Work 
with us!” tab, review our employment requirements, and 
submit the completed application form. Alternatively, you 
can stop by Student Life to pick up a paper application.
Advertising: Interested in advertising with us? Go to 
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Champaign parks host
5k run through the snow
davidSAVEANU | Reporter
The Champaign Park District orga-
nized its Frozen 5k run to motivate the 
public to start the year off right—by 
getting out and getting active.
Runners showed up at Hessel Park 
in the morning on Saturday, Jan. 20, to 
embark on the fi ve-kilometer (or 3.1-
mile) trek through the snow. With a 
crowd of almost 200 people, the start-
ing line was fi lled with cheering run-
ners of all ages, barking dogs ready to 
join their owners on the course, and a 
supportive audience. 
On the park district’s website, the 
event was described as going through 
three parks along “beautiful trails.” 
The race path began in Hessel Park, 
went through Mattis and Moore Park, 
and returned to Hessel Park.
Topher Wendt, the park district’s 
race director and organizer for the 
Frozen 5k, said, “this is the fi rst time 
we’ve ever done the Frozen 5k.” 
“We were looking to add to the 
array of fi tness events that we pro-
vide,” Wendt said. “[The park district] 
noticed that there was a gap in our 
winter months, so we fi gured that mid 
to late January, when people are mak-
ing their new year’s resolutions to get 
active again…[we would] encourage 
people to get out [and] get moving.”
The park district’s website 
described the event with New Year’s 
resolutions in mind. 
“Don’t (snow) fl ake out of your fi t-
ness routine, test your endurance in 
this Frozen 5K,” the website read. 
Wendt thought that organizing the 
5k in late January would pose a “bit 
of a challenge” for runners who were 
looking for one but did not expect to 
get as many participants in the event 
as they did. 
“It’s much bigger than we ever 
thought it would be, we fi gured we’d 
get 50…really intense runners that are 
out running all winter long,” Wendt 
said. “We’ve got almost 200 partici-
pants running, families, kids, people 
of all ages, it’s really incredible to see 
the turnout that this has gotten.”
The fi nal tally for participants was 
192. 
“I’m a runner myself and I look for 
winter races,” said Wendt, on what 
prompted him to organize the Frozen 
5k, “and there was nothing we were 
doing in the winter.”
The race was won by Tricia Frisella, 
with a time of 17:34.
“I saw the race advertised on the 
Second Wind Running group’s [club] 
race page so I decided to come out and 
just go as hard as I could from start to 
fi nish,” Frisella said. “It was a really 
good course running through both of 
the parks, lots of turns, a little bit icy 
out there on some patches but overall 
great course [and a] great day.”
Champaign’s park district holds 
events like this throughout the year. 
“We have all sorts of events, last 
night there was the mom prom where 
moms take their kids to a dance,” 
Wendt said. “As far as fi tness events 
go, the four main ones we have are 
now the Frozen 5k, the mini triathlon 
which is paired with the nano triath-
lon, there’s the pie run which is with 
the Taste of Champaign, and then 
there’s the cupcake run which is in 
association with Champaign-Urbana 
Special Rec and really encourages 
people with special needs to get out 
and be active.”
For more information on events like 
the Frozen 5k, visit the Champaign 
Park District’s website at champaign-
parks.com.
Photo by davidSAVEANU | The Prospectus
Participants in the Champaign Park District’s Frozen 5k prepare for the 
race at the starting line, Jan. 20, 2018.
Jason Nevel | The (Springﬁ eld State) 
Journal-Register
This is an AP-Illinois Exchange 
story offered by The (Springfi eld) 
State Journal-Register.
SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) — If not 
for the generosity of people in Spring-
fi eld, Dominique La Salvia says she 
isn’t sure how she could have sur-
vived her fi rst semester at the Univer-
sity of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.
She wouldn’t have her own laptop, 
spending money to run to the store, 
new bedding, a microwave in her 
dorm, a cellphone that works or a car 
because she couldn’t have afforded 
insurance.
But, thankfully, she doesn’t have 
those worries, she said. She can sim-
ply focus on her education.
“I am more thankful than I can 
describe,” La Salvia said. “I’m just 
focusing on school and not worrying 
about the other things.”
Ten months ago, the Lanphier High 
School graduate’s life was trans-
formed after she appeared as a guest 
on Sam Madonia’s “AM Springfi eld” 
radio show to discuss a school event.
A few innocuous questions from 
Madonia revealed La Salvia worked 
30 hours per week at Burger King 
to pay rent and utilities for her own 
apartment, while still maintaining the 
highest grade-point average at Lanph-
ier, which later earned her valedicto-
rian honors.
After hearing the interview, Michael 
O’Brien, a fi nancial representative at 
Country Financial, and Becky Hen-
dricks with The Real Estate Group, 
contacted the radio show about set-
ting up a fundraiser to help La Salvia 
pay for college.
A few weeks later, the radio station 
held a fundraiser on the air, and the 
next day La Salvia’s story appeared in 
The State Journal-Register.
According to O’Brien, $23,000 was 
collected from the fundraiser — an 
amount that far exceeded anyone’s 
expectations.
“There was an amazing outpour-
ing,” O’Brien said.
Looking back, La Salvia said, she 
was blown away by people’s generos-
ity.
Scholarships covered her tuition, 
but the fundraiser gave her the lux-
ury to focus on schoolwork. Through 
the fi rst semester, she said, she’s earn-
ing mostly As and enjoying her col-
lege experience.
But perhaps even more than the 
money, she added, the best part of the 
past 10 months has been the relation-
ship she’s developed with O’Brien and 
Hendricks.
Over the summer, O’Brien took her 
to Country Financial’s headquarters, 
where she got to job shadow actuar-
ies, the fi eld she plans to major in at 
the U of I. His house also was where 
she spent time on Christmas Eve.
“It’s like I have multiple families 
now,” La Salvia said. “This has just 
been amazing.”
Donations help Lanphier 
grad focus on education 
Photo by Rich Saal | The State Journal-Register via AP
In this Feb. 2, 2017 photo, Dominique La Salvia plays with the 
company dog, Benny at Brahler Tire and Auto Center during a fund- 
raiser for for her in Springﬁ eld, Ill. Ten months ago, La Salvia’s story 
of being a senior at Lanphier High School who was living on her own 
and happened rank No. 1 in her class academically, became known 
during an interview with radio host Sam Madonia, and the fund-raiser 
was organized on her behalf. If not for the generosity of people who 
contributed, La Salvia says she isn’t sure how she could have survived 
her ﬁ rst semester at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.
1_24_18_Prospectus.indd   6 1/23/18   12:58 PM
